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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
AN INTRODUCTION 

We have now heard what we must do [in the Ten 
Commandments] and believe [in the Apostles’ Creed], in 
which things the best and happiest life consists. Now 
follows the third part, how we ought to pray. For since we 
are so situated that no man can perfectly keep the Ten 
Commandments, even though he have begun to believe, 
and since the devil with all his power, together with the 
world and our own flesh, resists our endeavors, nothing is 
so necessary as that we should continually resort to the 
ear of God, call upon Him, and pray to Him, that He would 
give, preserve, and increase in us faith and the fulfilment 
of the Ten Commandments, and that He would remove 
everything that is in our way and opposes us therein.  But 
that we might know what and how to pray, our Lord Christ 
has Himself taught us both the mode and the words, as 
we shall see. 

But before we explain the Lord's Prayer part by part, it is 
most necessary first to exhort and incite people to prayer, 
as Christ and the apostles also have done. And the first 
matter is to know that it is our duty to pray because of 
God's commandment. For thus we heard in the Second 
Commandment: Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, 
thy God, in vain, that we are there required to praise that 
holy name, and call upon it in every need, or to pray.  
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THE FIRST PETITION 

“Hallowed be Thy name.” 

This is, indeed, somewhat obscure, and not expressed in good 
German, for in our mother-tongue we would say: Heavenly 
Father, help that by all means Thy name may be holy. But 
what is it to pray that His name may be holy? Is it not holy 
already? Answer: Yes, it is always holy in its nature, but in our 
use it is not holy. For God's name was given us when we 
became Christians and were baptized, so that we are called 
children of God and have the Sacraments, by which He so 
incorporates us in Himself that everything which is God's must 
serve for our use. 

Here now the great need exists for which we ought to be most 
concerned, that this name have its proper honor, be esteemed 
holy and sublime as the greatest treasure and sanctuary that 
we have; and that as godly children we pray that the name of 
God, which is already holy in heaven, may also be and remain 
holy with us upon earth and in all the world. 

But how does it become holy among us? Answer, as plainly as 
it can be said: When both our doctrine and life are godly and 
Christian. For since in this prayer we call God our Father, it is 
our duty always to deport and demean ourselves as godly 
children, that He may not receive shame, but honor and praise 
from us. 
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And there is, indeed, the greatest need to pray for temporal 
authority and government, as that by which most of all God 
preserves to us our daily bread and all the comforts of this life. 
For though we have received of God all good things in 
abundance, we are not able to retain any of them or use them 
in security and happiness, if He did not give us a permanent 
and peaceful government. For where there are dissension, 
strife, and war, there the daily bread is already taken away, or 
at least checked. 

Therefore it would be very proper to place in the coat-of-arms 
of every pious prince a loaf of bread instead of a lion, or a 
wreath of rue, or to stamp it upon the coin, to remind both 
them and their subjects that by their office we have protection 
and peace, and that without them we could not eat and retain 
our daily bread. Therefore they are also worthy of all honor, 
that we give to them for their office what we ought and can, 
as to those through whom we enjoy in peace and quietness 
what we have, because otherwise we would not keep a 
farthing; and that, in addition, we also pray for them that 
through them God may bestow on us the more blessing and 
good. 

Let this be a very brief explanation and sketch, showing how 
far this petition extends through all conditions on earth. Of this 
any one might indeed make a long prayer, and with many 
words enumerate all the things that are included therein, as 
that we pray God to give us food and drink, clothing, house, 
and home, and health of body; also that He cause the grain 
and fruits of the field to grow and mature well.  
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THE SEVENTH PETITION 

“But deliver us from evil. Amen.” 

In the Greek text this petition reads thus: Deliver or preserve 
us from the Evil One, or the Malicious One; and it looks as if 
He were speaking of the devil, as though He would 
comprehend everything in one, so that the entire substance of 
all our prayer is directed against our chief enemy. For it is he 
who hinders among us everything that we pray for: the name 
or honor of God, God's kingdom and will, our daily bread, a 
cheerful good conscience, etc. 

Therefore we finally sum it all up and say: Dear Father, pray, 
help that we be rid of all these calamities. But there is 
nevertheless also included whatever evil may happen to us 
under the devil's kingdom-poverty, shame, death, and, in 
short, all the agonizing misery and heartache of which there is 
such an unnumbered multitude on the earth. For since the 
devil is not only a liar, but also a murderer, he constantly seeks 
our life, and wreaks his anger whenever he can afflict our 
bodies with misfortune and harm. Hence it comes that he 
often breaks men's necks or drives them to insanity, drowns 
some, and incites many to commit suicide, and to many other 
terrible calamities. Therefore there is nothing for us to do 
upon earth but to pray against this arch-enemy without 
ceasing. For unless God preserved us, we would not be safe 
from him even for an hour. 




